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Introduction 

The UK’s deep concern about the security of Afghanistan has been evident from Prince Harry’s service 

on the frontline in Helmand province in March 2008 to the deployment of at most 9,500 UK troops in 

137 UK bases in Helmand alone. 456 British forces personnel or MOD civilians have died serving in 

Afghanistan between October 2001 and October 2015. The British Embassy in Kabul has been 

operating since 2001.  

The UK fully supports: 

• Negotiating a solution between Afghanistan and the Taliban. 

• Enforcing security of voters to enable more of the 8,918,107 registered voters freely and 

safely express their political preferences in the 2019 presidential elections. 

➔ Recognizing room for NATO support in protecting the voters’ safety and 

encouraging credible and timely delivery of elections. 

• Implementing commitments of 2018 Geneva Conference and previous conferences on 

Afghanistan to development and reform.  

• Securing the rights of women and girls – UK aim: 12 years of quality education for all girls. 

➔ UK aid has helped 300,000 marginalised Afghan girls into education and 

trained over 10,000 teachers (2012-2018). 

➔ Contributing almost $1 billion in development funding in Afghanistan between 

2016 and 2020. 

• Protecting minorities, including religious, such as the Hazara community. 

• Delivering humanitarian aid, including on access to education, services, justice, anti-

corruption, microfinance and local police. 

➔ £70 million/year until 2020 in non-military support sustaining the Afghan 

National Security and Defence Forces.  

➔ Crisis response - £25m for Afghanistan drought response.  

The UK fully endorses: 

• Our partners: the United States – close cooperation in Afghanistan since 2001. 

➔ At request of Mr Trump, Britain will double its troops for Mission 

Resolute Support in Afghanistan. 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Afghanistan?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/drought?src=hash
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• Mission Resolute Support  

o 440 more non-combat troops to its current over 650 troops to facilitate and secure 

the movement of international advisers in Afghanistan; 

o total: 1090 British troops in Afghanistan; 

o deployed by August 2018 (50%) and February 2019 (50%); 

➔ the UK the 3rd largest contributor to NATO’s train, advise and assist mission. 

Summary 

The UK reaffirms its commitment to Afghan security. British financial and advisory support is 

channelled into many sectors including assistance to Afghan forces, providing education and new 

opportunities for all Afghans, notably women. The UK seeks to cooperate with its key NATO allies to 

facilitate Afghanistan a safe future through enforcing secure access to elections, doubling its non-

combat troops within Mission Resolute Support and delivering humanitarian aid. 

Sources: (Accessed 8 December 2018) 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uks-work-in-afghanistan/the-uks-work-in-

afghanistan 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/fields-of-operation/afghanistan 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/a-moment-of-opportunity-for-afghanistan 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-

afghanistan/2010-to-2015-government-policy-afghanistan 

• https://twitter.com/UKinAfghanistan 

• https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/10/afghanistan-parliamentary-election-

181018102716970.html 

• https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2018-12-04/debates/8FA6E70C-4BF7-41FB-879E-

41483C50A74E/HazaraPopulationInAfghanistan 

• https://unama.unmissions.org/geneva-conference-afghanistan 

• https://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12024253 

• https://www.gov.uk/world/afghanistan#/world/trade-and-invest-afghanistan 

• https://eurasiantimes.com/mission-resolute-support-uk-afghanistan/ 
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